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fyou can't explain it simply,
you don't understand it well enougn.




_Importance of ertmg about Smence for General Audlences

| | , Beneflts for the Writer
‘Benefits for the Audience

. Examining and refining their own

e Learning new cdntentf_ g ' understanding |
° Being part a- learned popula“on i : - Communlcatlnglmportant scientific
L ideas to non scientists S —

Understandmg the role of suence in
their own lives |




Tip‘lz Be careful Withh'jargon! 3

Activity 1 (from AusSMC) ‘Cut
the Crap’ and ‘Embrace the
Actlve Voice’ i

e ‘Articles neaten up the messy
process of science, presenting
-ideas, evidence, and reasoning in

a way that’s easy to understand’ - = S
- —_'www.unde‘rstan'di_ngscienc_e.org. i " Activity 2: Ten Hundred Most
| it ‘ | ~ Common Words
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~ Cut the Crap” and Embrace the ACt“IV@)f@ICG— - :,
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Complete the worksheet exercises ...+ .~ .~ faWw

. b

‘Kangaroos have large, powerful hind legs, Iarge feet adapted for Ieaplng, a’ Iong
& muscular tail for balance, and a small head. Like most marsupials, female kangarcos
" have: a pouch called a marsuplum in which Joeys complete postnatal development‘; =

The Iarge kangaroos have adapted much better than the smaIIer macropods to land
.clearing for pastoral agrlculture and habltat changes brought to the Australlan 5
Iandscape by humans ‘Many ofthe smaIIer speC|es are rare and endangered Wh||€

kangaroos are reIatlver plentlful oy : e e e
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e Write a three sentence descrlptlon —
«  explain the pr|nC|pIe and its
|mportance '

~« Focus on nOJargonl

- Edit until it only contams the aIIowed
5 words AR RN

»

* Pick a -prinCi~ple / Iaw.

“

_ '.IKepIer S Laws (Any)

,'Newton s Law of Grawtatlon
~Anyth|ng Emstelnlan ‘

-',Grawtatlonal Waves

- _Conservation Iaw (any)
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Trp 2 Know your audrence

- Before I wrote my flrst cognltlve book I got a blt of adV|ce from an edltor Wthh was

e -.'__-_‘probably the best adV|ce l'ever recelved She sald that the problem many screntlsts and
o :"academlcs have when they wr|te for a broad audlence is that they condescend they
i o assume that their target audlence isn t too brrght con5|sts of truck dr|vers chicken

f .,pluckers and grannues kn|tt|ng doII|es and SO they wr|te in motherese they talk down.

- Shesaid: "You should assume your readers are as. smart as you are, as curious as you are

" but they don t know what you know and you re there to teII them what they don t
. :know s m wﬂhng to- make a reader do some work as Iong as | do the work of givmg them '_
' ite "ift.'h'ey need to make sense of an |dea = Steven P|nker L :




T|p 3 Use Analogles Wlsely

‘Analogles are often used ine ".-,.'_'Good analogles Slmple easy tﬁ—_— == =
~science, but Students may not - ’"‘...;__'remember and based on fa"mﬂ_lar—'ﬂ — =
- appreciate their S|gn|f|cance and - Funiop Concepts chosen and |

. explained carefully and acknowledgmg
i .....I|m|tat|ons ‘

" so.the analogles can be

: mlsunderstood or dlscounted o f ;
'www phy5|ology org .

. Water plpe -) blood blood vessel _

'Trampollne bowllng baII 9 spacetl
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T|p 4 Don t fear creat|ve Wr|t|ng B ,,;é_
Benefits of creatlve sc:lence wrltlng | Z - ', e 3 _ ; ,. z
‘0 Embracmgyour creative S|de - music, Actmty SC|ence HaIkUS—
poetry, story tellmg, art comlcs AN S e .

| toplcs from a hatI
» Reachingan audience you may not : | ,

. otherwise reach (content) _ | _ |
* Reaching a.broader audience—- . . '(R‘eminde'r“ 5 _7'.; )
< accessibility of art'and stories PR e ST -
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.ES pecially for Children- S =——sr =

From Em|Iy Sohn with SC|ence News for Kids: B . ; . , ! SR

* Keep words short sentences short and paragraphs short e ,, e

* Appeal to the senses, espeC|aIIy in your lede. Find somethlng about your
topic that kids can picture, smell, taste, hear, or touch. : - i SR

» Don't try to.do too much. Stick to just one or-two main Ideas e s B

.‘_.

"¢ Some gwdlng principles: Science is new. SC|ence is everywhere Scrence |s
fun Scrence is adventure. e - g

e You can make yourself a character in'your story: K|ds I|ke havnng someone > f ‘
to |dent|fy with. - ' . e o

. Dontl overuseI ExclamatlonI pomtsI o + A _'_"-t_}_j,2;5.:‘-;7_-:*»._'\' o
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‘Final Thoufghtsf...

. Focus on your message. Don t try to say too much Ask yourself what you want the reader to take
away. |

e Use anaiogies WiSer and don’t rely on scientific jargon

. Don’t talk down to your audience — they are readlng your p|ece because they are mterested and
will work a little to understand : :

L

. IGet_feedhack from your peers, your friends, your farnily, etc. but remain true to yeur voice

* Beopento aIternati\/es_ to writing..: pictures, graphies,1etc. can be helpful
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